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MEMBERSHIP OF COUNCIL 

Gavin Elsey, City Councillor resigned in June last year but, following the appointment 

of Claire Normington last month, we now have our full complement of 13 councillors.  

During the year June Stokes has been carrying out her Mayoral duties & so has had 

to miss several Parish Council meetings.  She has, however, kept us informed of 

developments affecting the parish.  June’s period of office comes to an end shortly 

but on 13th April a Civic Service will be held in the village at St Mary’s Church as the 

Rector, Donald McFadyen has served as the Mayor’s Chaplain. 

POLICING 

The local police have only attended twice during the year but whilst this is to be 

regretted the information provided by Ecops & police panel meetings help keep us 

informed of developments affecting the village. 

PLANNING 

The number of applications has again reduced this year with a total of 25 compared 

to 61 last year.  The retrospective planning application by R & P Meats was rejected 

& it could be that the firm will now move elsewhere where their expansion plans will 

be more acceptable.  The Tesco store, which replaced the Chequers pub, did not 

require planning approval but we have continued to receive complaints over the 

dangers arising from the poor arrangement of parking.  Similarly the parking 

problem at Ortongate has still not been resolved as unfortunately further 

development has stalled.   

GRANTS 

In addition to the grant of £30,000 made to the village hall last year, we have also 

paid a further £3,000 for CCTV protection.  This could well be useful to identify the 

driver of the vehicle which caused recent damage to the building.  During the year 

we also paid for the installation of a further lighting column on the New Road 

footpath to the Orton Centre & grants were made to Key Sports for an after school 

club, the Orton Counselling Service, The Bobby Scheme & Magpas.  

 

  



BURIAL GROUND 

With the milder winter there has been less demand for burials but during the year 

we agreed that residents of a small part of Orton Goldhay, which is near the village, 

could be buried in the cemetery on payment of an additional 10%. 

ALLOTMENTS 

The working party have continued to identify problems & action needed.  During the 

year it has been necessary to pay for rubbish removal on several occasions but this 

should be regarded as an exception rather than the rule in view of the likely 

implications for allotment rents.   

PLAY AREA 

The working party have made a number of suggested improvements & following a 

visit to the Winyates School to inspect the rubber mulch proposed, we can now 

hopefully proceed to award the contract for the work.   

PARISH COUNCIL LIAISON MEETING 

These have been resurrected & do indeed provide us with information regarding  

City Council policies affecting the parish.  It is likely that the financial support 

provided to parishes in the past will be withdrawn, which will mean that there will be 

repercussions on the charge we make for our residents.  The Boundary Commission 

is currently reviewing Peterborough & it will be interesting to see what proposals 

they come up with.   

Finally I would like to give my thanks to Councillors & the Clerk for their support 

during the year & in particular Paul for his work on the Parish Council website.  


