
Minutes of a Parish Council Meeting
held in the Village Hall, Glebe Avenue, Orton Waterville on

Wednesday, 18 July 2007.

Present: - Mrs G Thomley (in the Chair)
Mr C Long

Mr J Gillings
Mr M Smith

Mrs D Harkness
Mr M Stone

Mr T Howlett

Members of the Public - one Press - none Ward Councillors - none

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Mrs J Farnham, cUr A Kempsell and Mr M Chambers.
Members were asked to please give their apologies in writing for administration purposes.

2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS - Item 8 - Mr C Long (member of the Village Hall Committee)
Item 8 - Mr E Howlett (member of tIle Village Hall Committee).

3. LOCAL POLICING MATTERS - PC SO Barrie Sinfield reported that anti-social behaviour was on the
increase and that robberies were taking place in the evenings at Feny Meadows. Various other matters
were discussed and notice was given of the Neighbourhood Panel which is open to all.

4. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 20 JUNE 2007 - Mr Gillings proposed and Mr SmitII seconded
that the minutes be signed as a true and correct record. This was carried.

5. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

(a) Drinking Ban (Minute 5a)

A reply was received from tIle Licensing Officer, and circulated witII the agenda, confirming that a meeting
was to be held with tIle applicant where certain conditions were going to be put forward. A subsequent
letter was received and rcad out at tIle meeting where tIICapplicant had accepted all tlte conditions put to
him and, ilierefore, ilie police had wiilidrawn ilieir representation. In light of this, Mr Smith proposed and
Mrs Harkness seconded that the Parish Council representation should be withdrawn for the tinte being. The
matter can be reviewed again in ilie future. This was carried.

(b) New Code of Conduct (Minute 5b)

Mr Long proposed and Mr Howlett seconded tI13t CALCs recommendation should be adopted as follows:

• To adopt the Parish and Town Councils Model Code of Conduct (as opposed to the general Model
Code which includes a different paragraph 7)

• Adopt the above Model Code including paragraph 12(2) and put in place light touch rules of
operation - see below

• Adopt tIle above Model Code to take effect from September 1st 2007.

Light Touch Rules
If a councillor with a prejudicial interest wishes to speak on an agenda item then that interest and
intention must be stated immediately after Item I (Declaration of Interests is always Item 2) on ilie
Agenda. The public will be allowed a maximum of six speakers who may provide information for up
to five minutes only and each person may only speak once. The Chairman will look to secure a balance
of public speakers. The public participation is not to be a part of the debate but merely fact giving and
answering questions in tIle same manner as the councillor with the prejudicial interest."

This motion was carried. The Clerk was asked to obtain clarification from CALC as to whether dispensation
needs to be sought for tIlOse members who are representatives of other bodies as well as iliose members who are
on other bodies not as representatives of the Parish Council. If so, Mr Stone proposed and Mr SmitII seconded
that Dispensation should be sought before tIle ne:-..1meeting. This was carried.



(c) Press Releases (Minute 5e)
TIle vacancies were duly reported in the press but no applications were forthcoming. The City Council was
duly informed of the recent resignations and the statutory notices have been posted on the relevant notice
boards. If, at the end of the statutory time limit, no election is called for Mrs Harkness proposed and Mr
Long seconded that the two candidates, who were runners up at the last co-options, should be contacted to
find out if they were still interested. TIlis was carried It was agreed to suspend further press releases for
the time being.

(d) OCSYP (Minute 5d)
A request for funding was received from the Orton Counselling Service for Young People. Mr Howlett
proposed and Mr Long seconded that £500 be granted under section 137 of the Local Government Act, as
before. TIlis was carried A reply was also received regarding a representative from the Parish Council
being on the committee. It was clarified that there was a vacancy on the Executive Committee, which
meets 4 times a year, for such a representative. Mr Stone agreed to take up this position and it was
unanimously carried.

(e) Training Courses (Minute 5e)
A letter was received from CALC confirming that the training course at Bretton had been cancelled for the
time being. Another training course may be put on in the future. TIlis was noted.

(f) Parking Restrictions (Various Minutes)
Following the agreement to all the Parish Council's proposals, the Traffic Order regarding limited parking
in Orton Waterville was amended. It has now gone out to consultation again. Mr GilIings proposed and Mr
Smith seconded that the Parish Council should confirm its approval of this amended Traffic Order. TIlis
was carried

(g) Maintenance Matters (Minute 14b)
Mrs Harkness reported that the speed activated signs on Brimbles Way are now working. TIlis was noted.

6. NEW CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED

(a) Traffic Regulation Amendment Order COrton Centre) 2007 - Consultation was received on a proposal to
remove the restriction which allows only buses and coaches to use the section of Bushfield adjacent to the
Orton Centre car parks. Tins relaxation is to allow all vehicles access to the new car park recently
constructed on the north side of Bushfield Square. All vehicles using the new car park will leave the area
via Paxton Road. Mrs Harkness proposed and Mrs ThornIey seconded that no objection should be raised.
This was carried.

(b) Festival of Trees - The local church was holding a Festival of Trees on 15th and 16th December. Local
organisations are being invited to advertise by way of displaying a tree in church. TIlis was noted.

(c) CALC - Notice of the retirement of Keith Barrand, Chief Executive of CALC, was received. TIlis was
noted with regret since he had been very helpful to the Parish Council during his term in office. It was
agreed to send him the Parish Council's good wishes.

7. BURIAL GROUND

Following a meeting with the Architect, Mr D Wright ofPDG Architects, a quotation of £69 per hour was
received in respect of his fee. His recommendation was to allow a budget of £450. Mrs Harkness proposed and
Mr Howlett seconded that this quotation be accepted. It was carried.

The Clerk had clarified with J Bradley, the fencing contractor, that the quotation had been for a three-pronged
palisade fencing. Consequently the order was placed but work cannot start until August.

8. VILLAGE HALL

A letter was received from the Village Hall Management Committee regarding a tree which was causing
concern. On receipt of tins letter the Clerk contacted tlle City Council Tree Officer responsible for tlle
sheIterbeIt behind the Village Hall. An inspection was made and, whilst it was not urgent work, it was deemed
to need attention to prevent it from becoming a hazard. The tree will be pruned within 6 months.
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Graffiti has now appeared on the front of the Village Hall. Mrs Harkness proposed and Mr Gillings seconded
that the City Council should be asked to remove it from the front only and re-coat it. This was carried.

9. ALLOTMENTS

(a) Wvman Way

No quotation had yet been received for the annual meadow cut. The Clerk agreed to chase this up. Mr Howlett
proposed and Mr Smith seconded that if the quote does not exceed £400, the Clerk be authorised to accept it.
This was carried.

(b) Cherrv Orton Road

The poisoned bait was inspected in the presence of the Clerk and tile Vice Chairman. Out of 9 traps, the bait
had only been taken in 3 cases. The baited traps were topped up and an arrangement was made to inspect them
again in a fortnight. The Pest Control Officer agreed to phone half an hour before setting out. Last Monday the
Clerk had to pop out for half an hour and that was when the Officer phoned. A message was left to rearrange
the appointment. It was rearranged for next Monday.

(c) Gostwick

A site inspection was made by the Brimbles Committee and various tenants were written to. It was agreed that
the new gate should have a clearance of 1 inch from the ground and that holes should be cut in the wire mesh to
allow a chain lock to be used. This was done by the fencing contractor who also provided a chain for the Cherry
Orton Allotments. It was also agreed to bring the problem of the car park and road ways to the full Parish
Council meeting.

In the mean time one tenant responded to the letters which went out. She had found the size of the allotment too
much for her to handle and she had sub-let it to an unreliable person. This person had used it as a dumping
ground for rubbish and wasps had built nests underneath the old mattresses. When she had tried to clear the site
by burning the rubbish she had disturbed tile wasps and tIley had chased her out of the allotments. Both she and
her partner had received many stings. As a result of this tile Clerk had taken an emergency measure and called
out the Pest Control Officer who had killed the wasps and removed tile nests (tIlere were two).

Mrs Harkness proposed and Mr Smith seconded the approval of the actions taken by the Clerk and it was
carried.

Mr Stone proposed and Mr Gillings seconded that the Tenancy Agreements should be amended to make the
tenants responsible for the roadways adjacent to their allotments. Quotations should also be sought for the
clearing ofwecds from the car park and allotment 23, which is the Council's responsibility. This was carried.

10. PLANNING MA lTERS

(a) New applications since last month
07/00886/FUL Garage at 21 Lady Lodge Drive, Orton WaterviIle
07/00896/FUL Generator at Kingfisher House, Orton Centre
07/00905/FUL Extension at 4 Giddings Close, Orton Waterville
07/00828/ADV Signs at Dekkertoys Ltd, Orton Southgate
07/00984/ADV Signs at 2/3 Bushfield Court, Orton Centre

No objection*
No objection
Objection**

No observations
No observations

* The Planning Officer was unable to grant an extension of time since the matter was referred to the Planning
Committee which sat on 10 July. The Clerk, therefore, wrote that lhe initial reaction of the Parish Council
was to raise no objection; but the Council has become aware of the concerns of a neighbour about the effect of
the proposal on their property. The Parish Council, therefore, wishes thorough consideration to be given to
assess the validity of any objection and looks forward to receiving a copy of the committee's decision."

** Mr Stone proposed and Mr Giddings seconded that an objection should be raised to this application on the
grounds that it is out of character with the surrounding area. The dormer windows at the front of the property
are out of keeping with the street scene, and the flat roof will have a negative impact on the surrounding
properties. This was carried.
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(b) Decisions on previous applications

07/002811FUL Garage at MatIey School, Orton Brimbles Approved

11. FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION

(a) The following payments were authorised

J Bradley (fencing)
Beebys (churchyard maintenance)
Clerk's Salary (for July)
Clerk's expenses (for July)

(b) Income received to date

J Hopper - shed rent
M Lodge - shed rent
Allotment rents

Precept
Bank Interest on Saver Plus Account

12. MAINTENANCE MATTERS

The following matters were mised for tIle attention of the Council:

£611.00
£299.80
£389.29
£27.82

£140.00
£100.00

£24.00

£11,255.00
£182.28

(a) A driveway to 46 Cherry Orton Road appears to have been constructed across the Village Green.
The Clerk was asked to find out if planning consent had been given at the time of the recent
extension works.

(b) Two big rocks had been placed on the grass verge either side ofthe gates to Glebe Fann. The
Clerk was requested to ask the Highways Department whether they are aware of this.

13. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

It was agreed to have Transport and Website as items on the next agenda.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.15 pm.
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