
Minutes of the Parish Council's Annual General Meeting
held in the Village Hall, Glebe Avenue, Orton Waterville on

Wednesday, 16 May 2007.

Present: - Mrs G ThornIey (in the Chair)
Mr J Gillings

Miss A Cairns
Mrs D Harkness

Mr M Chambers

Mr C Long

Mrs J Farnham

Members of the Public - one Press - none Ward Councillors - none

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Mrs A Beeton, Mr E Howlett, Mr M Smith, Mr M
Stone and Cllr Mrs Sue AlIen. Apologies for late arrival were received from Mr M Chambers.

2. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN - Mrs G Thornley was proposed by Mr C Long and seconded by Mr M
Chambers. There being no further nominations, this was carried.

3. ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN - Mr C Long was proposed by Mr M Chambers and seconded by Mrs
D Harkness. There being no other nominations, this was carried.

4. CONFIRMATION OF APPOINTMENTS TO OTHER BODIES

Orton Waterville United Charities

Village Hall Committee
Police Consultation Committee

Orton Action Group and sub-committees
Orton Youth and Community Trust
Parish Councils Liaison Group
Orton Counselling Service for Young People
PALC

Mrs G ThornIey and Mrs J Farnham
Mrs J Farnham
Mr E Howlett

Cllr A Kempsell
Mrs D Harkness
Mr M Chambers

(appointment to be postponed to next meeting)
Mr J Gillings

5. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS - The following member declared an interest:

Mr C Long - item 8(j) - a member of the Village Hall Committee.
Mrs G ThornIey - item 12(a) - applicant of plan No. 07/00663/CTR.

6. LOCAL POLICING MATTERS - There were no police present but Mr Chambers reported that he had
contacted the PC SOs when illegal parking had taken place in Cherry Orton Road and the offenders had
been ticketed. He will, on behalf of the Parish Council, thank the police for their prompt action.

With regard to the anti-social behaviour occurring in Overton Way, it was agreed to ask the police how
often they patrol that area and what action has been taken to alleviate the problem.

7. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 18 APRIL 2007 - Mr Long proposed and Mr J Gillings
seconded that the minutes be signed as a true and correct record. This was carried.

8. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

(a) Footpath from Stagsden to Overton Wav (!v/inute 3)
Acknowledgement of receipt of the above petition was received from the City Council who confIrmed that
they would copy the Parish Council in to any reply sent to the Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator. This
was noted.

(b) Drinking Ban (Minute 5a)
No reply had been received from the City Council. This was noted.



(c) Vacancies (Minute 5h)
Mr Michael Stone has accepted his co-option onto the Parish Council but was unable to attend his first
meeting due to a previously arranged holiday. This was accepted.

In accepting his Declaration of Interests fonn, the new Code of Conduct was discussed. CALC was
offering some workshops on this but the dates were not convenient. It was agreed to ask for further dates.
It was agreed to circulate the new Code to those who did not received it by email and to put the item on the
next agenda.

Miss A Cairns reported that she will soon be moving away because of her job and will be sending in her
resignation in due course.

(d) Press Releases (Minute 5e)
The remaining vacancy was advertised (almost correctly) in the ET. It will appear again in the June issue of
Orton Oracle together with the correct Parish Council meeting dates. No other articles were proposed.

(e) Website - (Minute 5d).
The committee met and drew up some specifications for this site but, since it would require extra time and
effort which the Clerk at this moment cannot give, it was agreed to postpone it.

(t) Youth Facilities (Minute 5e).
Miss Cairns reported that the youth workers had met with the Youth and that they had some concerns about
safety and relationships. A survey revealed that something like a picnic area in Stoney Path would be
appropriate but expensive. Mr Long proposed and Mrs Harkness seconded that the Parish Council should
support their bids for funding from the Ward Councillors allocation. This was carried. It was agreed that
the Youth could come to meet the Parish Councillors and also to observe a meeting if they so wished.

(g) OCSYF (Minute 5f)
Mr Smith had not yet been able to make contact and felt that they were being unresponsive. Miss Cairns
confirmed that the meetings were mostly held in the day time and, since Mr Smith works during the day, it
was felt this this would be preclusive. It was agreed to put this on the next agenda when the new Councillor
would be present.

(h) Parking Restrictions (Minute 5g)
A copy of a letter to the City Council was received from the Bus Company supporting the Parish Council's
request for restricted parking in Cherry Orton Road. This was noted.

(i) Training Courses (Minute 5h)
A free event for all new Parish Councillors is to be held at the CALC offices in St Ives at the beginning of
June. Mr Gillings agreed to attend this and to send in his own application.

(j) Graffiti Removal (Minute 5i)
Quotations were circulated with the agenda for the removal of graffiti from the Village Hall. It had not
been understood that the anti-graffiti wax coating would have to be re-applied each time the graffiti was
removed. This would make the cost prohibitive. Mr Chambers proposed and Miss Cairns seconded that tbe
graffiti should be left. This was carried.

(k) Litter Bins (Minute J J d)
A reply was received from the City Council confirming that the public litter bins were emptied weekly but
that recently they had experienced some staffing problems which had now been rectified. This was noted.

(1) Walk-about in Orton Goldhav (Minute J 2)
Some dates in June had been suggested by Cross Keys Homes. These were discussed and the most
convenient one was Tuesday, 12 June, at 6.30 pm. Miss Cairns agreed to confirm this with Cross Keys
Homes and it was agreed to meet under the glass dome at the Orton Centre.

(m) Accounting Software (Minute J 2)
The Clerk had looked at several different packages and, although RES Software Solutions was more
expensive, because it was specifically designed for Parish Councils, the Clerk felt more inclined towards it.
Mr Chambers proposed and Mrs Harkness seconded that this software should be purchased provided that
the Clerk felt comfortable with it.
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(n) Rats (Various Minutes)
Mrs Harkness reported that the rat problem at the Orton Centre had been dealt with by the City Council.
Mrs Harkness had also been contacted by Mrs Green regarding rats on her property allegedly coming from
the allotments. She then declared an interest because she knows Mrs Green quite well. Mr Long proposed
that, since the Pest Control had previously baited the allotments and no rats could be proved to have come
from there, no further action should be taken. This was seconded by Mr Chambers and carried.

9. NEW CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED

(a) Obstruction of Pavement by wheeled bins - A notice was received from the City Council regarding
regulations about this obstruction. This was noted.

(b) Peterborough Roller Hockey Club - A request was received for funding of this equipment for new children
taking up this activity in the Ortons. Mr Long proposed and Mr Chambers seconded that £250 be granted
under section 137 LGA. This was carried.

(c) Admin System at PCC - A reply was received from the City Council regarding the Clerk's complaint at the
delay in being put through when telephoning the City Council. Their apology was accepted.

(d) Vitalise - A request for funding was received from Vitalise essential breaks for disabled people and carers.
Whilst it is a charitable cause, it was noted that it was a national charity and not a local organisation. It was
agreed, therefore, that we could not support this cause.

(e) Community Involvement - This document to replace the Local Plan and how we are to be consulted was
received. It was agreed to circulate it.

10. BURIAL GROUND

A copy of an email to DEFRA, from the Legal Department, was received stating that the Parish Council had no
further information other than what had already been sent, and asking them to therefore determine the
application. If, after the holidays, a decision has still not been reached, it was agreed to ask the local MP to
intervene. It was reported that the fence between the Windmill and the proposed Cemetery had collapsed. It
was agreed to obtain quotations for a concrete post and wooden fence below 6 ft.

11. ALLOTMENTS

(a) Wvman Way
All the allotments that were let last year have been let again this year.

(b) Cherry Orton Road
All the plots are let and there is still a waiting list.

(c) Gostwick
Three people gave up their allotments - two due to the poor condition of the soil. These plots were the
same two that the Parish Council agreed a few years ago that it would not let. However, the next two
people on the waiting list agreed to take up the tenancy if the Parish Council would pay for the plots to
be rotavated and ploughed. A farmer from Whittlesey quote £160 to do this work, including the
clearing and disposing of rubbish which was still on the site, provided he could do it by the following
Saturday. In consultation with the Chairman the Clerk took the decision to have this work done. Mr
Chambers proposed and Mr Gillings seconded that this action be retrospectively approved. It was
carried.

The lock on the gate continues to cause trouble and there are a lot of complaints from tenants. Tim
from J Bradley (fencing contractor) inspected the gates and reported that they require replacing. He
has quoted £435 plus VAT to supply a pair of ledged braced and framed gates with Weldmesh
attached, and security barbed wire above (as existing). The time span will be at least a month to make
the gates. Mr Chambers proposed and Miss Cairns seconded that this quotation be accepted. It was
carried.

A letter from a tenant, Mr Sockalingum, was read out. Prior to the meeting beginning, Mr
Sockalingum was allowed to address the members with the following requests:
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1. Do the Council provide free top soil or compost for the allotments as seems to be
the case elsewhere?

2. Can the tenants have the gate fitted with an appropriate lock and chain as every
time the weather changes, the wood shrinks or expands and this causes difficulties
in closing the gate?

3. There is a damaged area in the fencing which requires repair to prevent intruders
on to the site.

It was agreed to enquire from the City Council whether there is any free top soil or compost. The second
item has been dealt with by the motion to replace the gates, and in the third case it was agreed that the
tenants could do small, minor repairs themselves.

12. PLANNING MATTERS

(a) New applications since last month

07/00586ffRE
07/00663/CfR
07/00593/FUL

Tree work at 554 Oundle Road, Orton Waterville
Tree work at 24 Cherry Orton Road, Orton Waterville
Conservatory at 31 Borthwick Park, Orton Wistow

No objection
No objection
No objection

(b) Decisions on previous applications
06/0 I476/FUL New load bay doors at Routeco, Orton Southgate
07/00 107/FUL Erection of warehouse adjacent to Pegasus, Orton Southgate
07/00 117ICLE Change of use at Schmidt UK Ltd, Orton Southgate
07/00238/FUL Generator at Kingfisher House, Orton Centre
07/00340/FUL Loading bay canopy at Unit A Harrier Park, Orton Southgate
07/00359/FUL Extension at 15 Pembroke Avenue, Orton Waterville
07/00392/FUL Conservatory at 4 Dundee Court, Orton Northgate
07/00399/FUL Erection of canopy at The Chequers Pub, Orton Wistow
07/00360/FUL Extension at 62 Overton Way, Orton Waterville

Approved
Withdrawn

Lawful
Refused*

Approved
Approved
Approved
Approved
Approved

* This was refused on the grounds that the external appearance of the development has an adverse visual impact
on the site and surrounding area, due to its temporary appearance and design, which is not in keeping with the
existing development on site, or the character of surrounding development in the area.

13. FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION

(a) The following pavments were authorised

M Russell (pond maintenance)
Beebys (two months churchyard maintenance)
BT (phone charges)
HM Revenue & Customs (for April)
Clerk's Salary (for April)
Clerk's expenses (for April)
M Hazelhurst (two years auditing remunerations)
Anglian Water (Gostwick allotments)
Ashlings Farm (ploughing allotments)

(b) Income received to date

J Hopper - shed rent
M Lodge - shed rent
Allotment rents
Bank Interest on Saver Plus Account

£40.00
£599.60
£108.26
£86.73

£388.48
£47.32

£375.00
£47.29

£188.00

£140.00
£100.00
£493.00
£173.00
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(c) Annual Accounts

The figures for the Annual Return were circulated with the agenda. A few changes were made
following the internal audit. These were explained by the Responsible Financial Officer. The
Statements of Assurance were reviewed and agreed. There were no significant variances from the
previous year. Mr Chambers proposed and Mr Long seconded that the accounts be adopted. This was
carried.

It was brought to the attention of the meeting that the internal auditor had not received any
remuneration for the previous year. Mr Chambers proposed and Mrs Harkness seconded that £375 for
the two years should be sent. This was carried.

14. MAINTENANCE MATTERS

The following matters were raised for the attention of the Council:

(a) The bus shelters at Lady Lodge Drive and at Rangefield have been vandalised.

(b) The small notice board locks have been vandalised.

15. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

It was reported that travellers had moved on to the site at the back of Stagsden.

It was agreed to put PCC Survey of the Transport Service on the next agenda.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.23 pm.
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